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One in ten Americans have reputedly read at least one installment of Tim LaHaye and Jerry 
Jenkins’ Left Behind Series.  Given such a statistic, it is perhaps surprising that more literature 
has not been written from a Reformed perspective to respond to this literary phenomenon.  
Thankfully, Crawford Gribben has now filled the gap with this most welcome study of the 
popular “Rapture Fiction” series, and what its popularity tells us about the state of 
contemporary Evangelicalism.  
 
Gribben’s thesis is that the wholesale acceptance of the Left Behind series by American 
Evangelicals is indeed a sign of the times, demonstrating our dire need of a new 
Reformation.  His two chapters detailing the history of dispensationalism and the 
“apocalyptic fiction” genre make for simply fascinating reading, and these alone are well 
worth the price of the book, assuring this volume a relevance long after the Left Behind fad 
has been relegated to the Evangelical dustbin.  Two further chapters provide a valuable 
critique of the theology of the novels themselves, clearly showing how they undermine the 
Scripture’s teaching about the Gospel itself, the Church and the Christian Life.  The closing 
chapters confront readers with a timely challenge to consider their own expectations for the 
future: “within evangelicalism there are many who would rather oppose the apocalyptic 
visions of Left Behind than develop their own bright advent hope” (p.100).   
 
Readers expecting a thorough critique of the dispensationalism behind rapture fiction will be 
disappointed.  In fact, while rejecting the premillennial eschatology of the series, Gribben 
spends considerable time throughout on an unusual quest to vindicate the classical 
“Calvinistic” dispensationalism of J.N. Darby from that espoused by his theological 
stepsons, LaHaye and Jenkins.  A brief survey of alternatives to dispensationalism is 
provided in the appendix, with “Reformed Baptist Covenant Theology” trumping 
“Reformed Paedobaptist Covenant Theology” by an interesting confessional sleight of hand 
(p.122-3).  These concerns aside, Gribben’s work is well written, thoroughly researched, and 
is an important antidote to the latest “End Times” craze.  His gentle approach towards 
dispensationalists will probably open this book to a much broader readership, and is 
important reading both for those who have imbibed the novels, and the uninitiated.   
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